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Growing Beyond
Your Crushing
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T

he holiday season is swiftly

I want you to know that I have been

approaching, but not all of us

there. I have experienced the loneliness

are joyous and singing. There

and fear of feeling like I am letting ev-

are so many people who look good on the

eryone down. I have literally driven a car

outside but are in fact just one more bad

with holes in the floorboard to go preach

day away from ending it all. In the faith

about the power and provision of God. I

community, we often mask the pain we

have also been crushed.

are enduring with pious words, but if we

we are one day closer to being crumpled

He will not change the
plans He has for you
because the process is
uncomfortable.

under the weight of the façade we feel

Friend, this period of crushing is not the

obligated to carry. This is what it means

destination, rather it’s the vehicle that

to be crushed.

God is using to get you to the next level.

were to be honest, we are far from well.
What we truly feel is piercing fear and
crippling isolation within our situation.
Each day that we put on a mask, we know
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The intent of this season is to allow Him

God so near, and nothing will fill you with

to refine you into the man or woman He

more peace and joy than giving your God

will use for a greater purpose. To put it

praise for who He is and what He’s done

another way, God is going to use you so

for you. Initially, it may not feel natural

mightily that He had to squeeze some

or make sense to you, but your worship

stuff out of you first! He had to remove

is the bridge that God walks over to meet

disobedience, selfishness, arrogance,

you. Now is not the time to be refined

and the tendency to be self-reliant so

or conservative, now is the time to raise

that your integrity, humility, and de-

your hands, lift your voice, and make a

pendence on Him would shine.

joyful noise unto the Lord!

The truth is, we are
often so anxious to
escape the pain of our
crushing that we pro-

If you are going through your
season of crushing, know that
we are praying for you.

long the process. We spend more time

As a Partner, you are a special part of our

fighting with God about being put in

ministry family, and I need you to know

the situation than we do listening and

what a great blessing you are to Serita

developing from the experience. Now I

and me. If you are going through your

hate to be the one to tell you this, but

season of crushing, know that we are

God doesn’t do tantrums. He will not

praying for you and standing with you.

change the plans He has for you because

You are not alone. When God is finished

the process is uncomfortable. Your des-

with you, just like the great biblical he-

tiny is going to cost what it costs, and

roes of old, you will look back and testify

God doesn’t put destiny on sale!

that it was good that you were afflicted,
and your later days will be greater than

If you are in your time of crushing, I want
to encourage you to do something radical
right now—worship! Nothing else brings
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your former days!

PA R T N E R S P O T L I G H T

Faith
on
the
Field
DIVOCK ORIGI SOCCER CHAMPION WITH LIVERPOOL FC
How did you connect with Bishop T.D. Jakes’ Ministry?

needed confidence to come back in and say, Ok I want to

Why did you become a Partner?

stay, because there were talks about me being cut. But

I watched Bishop Jakes’ sermon on YouTube. I was really

when I prayed to God, I felt He was indicating that I should

touched by how prophetic his message was. At that

stay, that there was a greater purpose here. I felt as a team

time, he spoke directly into my life. I could digest every

we would do something unbelievable this season. But in

sentence and meditate on it for a day. In my walk with

the first three months, I wasn’t in the group. I wasn’t even

Christ, from the point of being saved and making those

training with the team, but in individual training. So I had

first steps, on a daily basis I would meditate on Bishop’s

to build up my faith muscles. I really had to believe and

sermons. Sometimes, I’d listen multiple times in one day.

know God’s purpose for my life.

How long have you been a believer, and how has it

Then there was a moment when the coach trusted me. I

changed your life?

came in and scored a goal against Darby. It was a big game

I was saved in December 2016. It changed everything—

here in Liverpool. The score came in a very late period of

everything! Knowing that your identity is in Jesus, knowing

the game. It came in a special way. And that’s just one

what it means that He died for our sins on the cross, is

example of how God kept building these special moments

something that as a human being—as an athlete, has

until we finally won the championship—something I

formed my purpose in life. It’s why I do things. It changed

couldn’t even imagine happening before.

my whole dynamic. Belief in Christ makes you want to live
for a certain goal. That goal is to serve God.

What would you say to a GPS Partner that is currently
doubting themselves, wondering if it’s too late or if what

Congratulations on being the 2019 UEFA Football

they had envisioned will really happen?

Champion! As high as you are right now, you’ve had

I would say, regardless of how it feels or looks, God is always

some significant challenges. Tell us about that journey.

faithful. I’ve always found peace in God. That’s something

Since I was small, God blessed me with athletic talent.

no one can take away. I’ve found peace with Him. Just

But I’ve had moments in my career, especially last season

tap into that peace. Tap into His power. Even when things

when I had to come back to Liverpool after being loaned

looked hard and I felt like I wouldn’t make it, even when I

out to Germany. I felt tested in Germany, spiritually. I was

had doubts in my head, I knew God would prove faithful. In

in a wilderness period. Even aspects of football didn’t turn

that, I was able to sustain myself. He gave me the grace to

out as I’d hoped. Back in Liverpool—such a big platform—I

push through to the end. Tap into God! Tap into His grace!
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Sincerely Serita

I

n today’s male-dominated world, women are now boldly stepping out of the
shadows of oppression and fear, and
fighting for a future that shines bright
with equality. This shift isn’t meant to rally
against men, but against the injustice that
has gone under the radar for far too long.

derfully made creations—not designed to be

As a mother of girls who grew into bold,

trampled underfoot. God is awakening others

intelligent, and independent-thinking women,
it fills me with great joy that the inequalities
that left so many clawing for their rightful op-

times, and it’s been an incredibly humbling

experience to see alumni thriving and experiencing the freedom of operating outside of
their comfort zone. Like all of God’s children,
women are beautifully, fearfully, and won-

to this reality and using programs like GLL to
do so. It truly excites me to see such dynamic
changes come to life before my very eyes.

portunity to succeed

I encourage you

are not only being

to take part in this

acknowledged, but

movement that is

are in progression

shifting society.

to be rectified.

Male or female, this

My

heart

cause touches all

has

of us in some way,

always been drawn

shape, or form. We

to the purpose of
empowerment and
pouring into women. It was this purpose that
pushed me to start God’s Leading Ladies
(GLL), created to help women lead meaningful lives through faith-based enrichment
programs and services.
Through this eight-session program, thousands of women from different socioeconomic
backgrounds are able to consume practical
knowledge and tips that they can apply in their
everyday lives. I believe the uniqueness of GLL
lies in its distinct ability to cater to the diverse
set of needs of women living in these radical
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are either women
or have women in our lives who should
be empowered to be the best versions
of themselves and reach their God-given
destiny. Whether it’s supporting a cause,
giving an encouraging word, or becoming
a mentor—we all have the power to make
an impact!
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Sincerely,

U P C O M I N G E V E N TS
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Shop our new GPS Store!

Join the
GPS Facebook
group
Facebook.com/pg/TDJGPS/groups

Store.GPSPartner.org

Thank you. Because of your faithful partnership, we are able to
take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the utmost parts of the world.
Together, we can impact the globe and accomplish marvelous
things to the glory of God.
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