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Redefining Church
by  B I S H O P  T. D. JA K E S

A  W O R D  F R O M  B I S H O P

or almost a year, we’ve all 

felt the impact of the global 

pandemic. Months of social 

distancing and isolation affected many 

in a society already full of false intimacy.

The economic fallout meant the closing 

of small businesses, some never to return. 

With the added distress of the incessant 

political division and social unrest, there’s 

been an abundance of uncertainty about 

the future. And more than anything, 

the tragic loss of life some families 

experienced has been indescribable. 

Naturally, as the ambiguity grew, the 

needs of God’s people increased as well. I 

was met face to face with the question on 

which most pastors were seeking consult 

from me. How? How do we meet the needs 

of our congregations when they need it 

most while still prioritizing their health 

and safety? It became clear that instead of 

viewing this crisis as a barrier, we needed 

to view it as an opportunity.

COVID-19 didn’t change our mission. 

We are still called to be the light of the 

world, and at this moment, the world is in 

dire need of light. So, we had to refocus, 

redefine our purpose, and remember who 

we are. We shifted our energy toward 

our online presence, transforming our 

local events, conferences, and services 

The Church’s power 
is in our collective 
ability as a force for 
good with the Spirit 
working through us.
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into virtual opportunities to remain 

connected with God’s people around 

the world. We served our community 

by feeding thousands of families, first 

responders, and healthcare workers on 

the front lines in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

area and provided assistance to those 

suffering from natural disasters around 

the globe. As a pastor, it was critical to 

remember that the power of the Church is 

not limited to our gatherings in buildings. 

God doesn’t need full sanctuaries to make 

a dynamic mark. The Church’s power is in 

our collective ability as a force for good 

with the Spirit working through us.

In a sense, God pushed us out of our 

comfort zone and urged us to meet His 

people where they were, where they still 

are. Redefining the Church meant step-

ping away from what we knew and how 

we knew to comfort and bless people, 

and in turn, this allowed God’s message 

and love to reach those who, normally, 

may not have been so easily accessible. 

Our method of connection has 

changed, but we are as committed as ever 

to meeting you and others right where 

you are. We are using Jesus’ principle of 

adaptability as our guide. Even though 

we may be physically distant, there is 

no time or distance in the Spirit. My 

passion as a leader is to follow God. It 

wasn’t an easy decision to temporarily 

close The Potter’s House, but I’ve had too 

many phone calls with distraught family 

members mourning loved ones who died 

due to COVID-19 complications. So, we 

trusted God to help us minister to people 

without jeopardizing safety. We knew God 

called us to walk in His creativity during 

this time and not worry about criticism. 

Pastors who opened their churches were 

called reckless, and those who closed were 

called faithless. Criticism is inevitable. My 

main concern is allowing the voice of the 

Church to be one of peace and strength. 

As my partner, I want to personally 

remind you that we’re here for you. Hold 

on to faith. Hold on to God. You’re washed 

in the blood of Jesus, and no virus, eco-

nomic situation, or any other problem can 

take that from you. I believe your time of 

breakthrough is now. I want to encourage 

you to connect with our GPS communi-

ty online. Go to facebook.com/TDJGPS/

groups today for uplifting resources and 

connection. We’re here for you!

W I N T E R  2 0 2 1  •  G P S PA R T N E R . O R G  •  4

We are as committed 
as ever to meeting 
you and others right 
where you are.
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My passion for healthcare began with my 
mother, who started the first medical high school 
in Chicago. Now, as a Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine, I focus on a holistic approach of getting 
the body to its natural state of ease.

God’s calling for me is helping people overcome 
fears about their health. This journey has taken 
me to the medical mission fields of Kenya and 
Sierra Leone, serving those who can’t afford 
healthcare and where medical professionals are 
in low supply. 

Working side by side with a group of black female 
doctors specializing in different areas influenced 
me to dedicate my life to impacting people who 
were languishing in illness. I was amazed at the 
things we, with only a few hundred doctors, 
were able to accomplish to meet the needs of  
8 million people. 

God has taken me on an amazing journey. In 
hindsight, I see how He was preparing me for the 
pandemic of 2020. Early on, most Americans 
thought COVID-19 was just something on TV that 
wouldn’t affect us. 

There was so much misinformation; I knew 
great suffering would result. In response, the 
Lord led me to minister by using the gift of insight. 

It started with a simple step—posting a health 
tip of the day on social media. As lockdown 
persisted across our country, I received so many 
questions, it birthed an online ministry.

As God’s vision started to unfold, He began 
dealing with me about the inequality in our 
country’s healthcare and how He wanted to use 
me to combat the disparities in the system. I knew 
this was the direction He wanted me to go in as I 
saw how COVID-19 disproportionately took a toll 
on minority communities. 

Seeing this play out in real time, I felt the Lord 
lead me to start my company, Equity Ventures 
Plus, in May of 2020. We fight for health equality in 
black and brown communities. One arm focuses 
on healthcare coaching so patients can advocate 
for themselves to overcome the implicit biases 
minorities face in the doctor’s office. The second 
arm deals with helping doctors and nurses 
understand how these biases translate to lower 
standards of service for minorities.  

The moral of my story is to start where you 
are with what you have. God will supply you with 
everything you need. He gives us His vision so we 
can be a blessing to others. I’m thankful for the 
wisdom Bishop T.D. Jakes has poured into me 
for over a decade. 

An Advocate for the People’s Health
DR. KELLEE RANDLE, DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
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PA R T N E R  S P OT L I G H T

For more information on Dr. Kellee, visit 

www.doctorkellee.com. Her popular 

health journal can be requested online 

at www.mymedicaljourney.shop.
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Sincerely Serita

Over the last several months, 
mothers have been on my 
heart. I’ve cried out to God to 

strengthen weary women overburdened 
with the demands of life in an unprece-
dented season of adversity.

As a mother, I know 
what it’s like to feel 
overwhelmed. We love 
our families and want 
the best for them. We 
fight the good fight of 
faith for our children 
and others. Yet, we 
tend to forget about 
ourselves, giving birth 
to stress, anxiety, and 
even physical issues.

As a solution, God 
has been ministering to 
me on the importance 
of self-care. We need to take time to 
decompress and do things we enjoy. 
Read a book, take a walk, get a massage, 
or play your favorite sport. It doesn’t 
matter what it is, as long as it causes 
your soul to rest.

Beyond the practical, the good news 
is that Jesus promised peace and rest 
when we cast our cares on Him. You 
were never meant to be everything at 
all times. We function best when we give 
and receive. We were created to drink of 

Jesus, be refreshed in 
His presence, and then 
give ourselves to others. 
One without the other 
makes us imbalanced 
and unhappy.

This is not just a 
woman issue. Self-
care is something we 
all have to be mindful 
of, especially during 
these uncertain times. 
So, I encourage you to 
prioritize what’s good 
for you.

We’re here to help you or a woman 
you love in any way possible. For infor-
mation about our God’s Leading Ladies 
Life Enrichment Program, please visit 
godsleadingladies.com.
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–SeritaSincerely,

The Importance of  Self-Care



Thank you. Your faithful partnership is taking the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the utmost parts of the world. Together, we can impact 
the globe and accomplish marvelous things to the glory of God.
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N TS

Forming leaders for innovative ministry  
in the church and society.

Join the 
GPS Facebook
group

ATLANTA, GA  AUGUST 5-7 
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